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Bemidji-Grand Rapids 230-kV transmission line
PO Box 1735
Bemidji, MN 56619-1735
888-373-4113 

March 7, 2008

Notice of Certificate of Need Proceeding for New High-voltage Electric Power Transmission Line Between Bemidji 
and Grand Rapids that May Be Located in the Following Minnesota Counties:  Beltrami, Hubbard, Cass, and Itasca.

Dear Local Official or Tribal Leader:

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, Minnkota Power Cooperative, Xcel Energy and Great 
River Energy, I am writing to inform you of plans for a new transmission line in your area and to introduce the 
regulatory process that will be conducted by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) to determine if our 
recommended transmission line is needed and, if so, where the line should be located.

We recommend the construction of a 230 kV transmission line between Bemidji and Grand Rapids, Minnesota.  The 
transmission line corridor begins at the 230 kV Wilton Substation, jointly owned by Otter Tail Power and Minnkota 
Power and located just west of Bemidji.  The corridor ends at Minnesota Power’s 230 kV Boswell Substation in 
Cohasset, Minnesota, northwest of Grand Rapids, Minnesota.  A map showing the preferred transmission line 
corridor is enclosed.

The Bemidji-Grand Rapids 230 kV transmission line is needed to maintain the reliability of the transmission system 
currently serving the Bemidji area in north central Minnesota, as well as maintain regional transmission reliability 
for the larger northwestern Minnesota and eastern North Dakota region.  Our proposal is illustrated on the 
enclosed maps.  All three sections of the line are shown together on one map, with each of the three sections also 
shown individually on a map.

This transmission line project is the result of a long-range planning study done by several utilities over the last few 
years.  The joint planning effort has become known as CapX2020.  Participants in the CapX2020 effort have posted 
their studies on the web at www.capx2020.com.  Minnesota utilities also post biennial transmission plans at www.
minnelectrans.com.  A description of the need for this line is included in the 2005 and 2007 Biennial Transmission 
Project Report to the MPUC, which can be found at “minnelectrans.com/2007 Minnesota Biennial Report.pdf.”

The corridor between Bemidji and Grand Rapids is approximately 68 miles long, and the right-of-way for a 230 kV 
line is up to 125 feet wide.  The line is likely to be built using two-pole, H-frame structures which average from 70 to 
90 feet in height and are placed 600 to 900 feet apart.  Where conditions warrant it, single-pole construction may be 
used.  We intend to acquire the property rights for any right-of-way that the transmission line would require.  

The Bemidji-Grand Rapids transmission line cannot be constructed without first obtaining a Certificate of Need and 
a Route Permit from the MPUC.  We plan to file an Application for a Certificate of Need with the Commission for 
the line in March 2008.  Within 30 days of the Certificate of Need filing, we plan to file an Application for a Route 
Permit for the line.  Both of these applications will be available for review and to download at the MPUC’s website, 
www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp, using the MPUC docket number 07-1222 for the Certificate of Need 
Application and Docket No. 07-1327 for the Route Permit Application.  They will also be available at www.capx2020.com.

The regulatory processes determining the need for and route of the recommended line emphasize public 
participation.  In late June 2007, the utilities held the first in a series of open houses to provide information on the 
line.  Open houses were held in the Project area again in October 2007.  

As part of the combined Certificate of Need and Route Permit process, the Department of Commerce (DOC) will 
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  This will include holding public scoping meetings within 60 
days of the filing of the Route Permit Application at which alternatives to the line may be proposed.  There will also 
be public hearings after the EIS is prepared.



The statutes and rules governing our request for a Certificate of Need for a high voltage transmission line are 
Minnesota Statutes, section 216B.243, and Minnesota Rules, chapters 7829 and 7849.  The Commission has 
approved our request for exemption from certain of these requirements to better focus the review of the need 
for the transmission line on the most relevant factors.  A copy of the Commission’s Order discussing this will be 
provided in the Certificate of Need Application.  The statutes and rules governing our request for a Route Permit 
for the line are Minnesota Statutes, sections 216E.01 to 216E.18, and Minnesota Rules, chapters 4410 and 7849.

The State’s regulatory process is designed to encourage all interested local units of government to participate in the 
need and routing processes conducted by the MPUC.  The decisions that the MPUC makes in those proceedings will 
preempt local zoning and building permit requirements.

We will be providing similar notice shortly to residents and landowners located in the preferred corridor in which 
the new line may be located.  We will also be placing ads in local papers.  Copies of those notices are enclosed.

Notice is being provided over a broad area, and in the end we anticipate that many receiving notice will not be 
directly affected by our proposal.  Because we do not know where the transmission line may be located at this 
early stage, however, we have chosen to provide notice broadly, encouraging maximum public participation in the 
regulatory review process.  I am sure your constituents will have questions.  We would be happy to meet with you and 
other local officials to discuss our proposal, and to arrange public meetings to further discuss the project if you think 
it would be useful in your community.

If you would like to learn more about the permitting process or be placed on the MPUC’s or the DOC’s mailing lists 
for the project, you can contact:

Certificate of Need Process 
Bret Eknes 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
(651) 201-2236 
bret.eknes@state.mn.us 
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/index.htm

Also please feel free to contact us with your questions: 

Bob Lindholm 
Routing Lead 
(888) 373-4113 
bemidjiinfo@capx2020.com

Cindy Kuismi 
Communication Specialist 
(888) 373-4113 
bemidjiinfo@capx2020.com

Routing & Environmental Review 
Suzanne Steinhauer 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198 
(651) 296-2888 
suzanne.steinhauer@state.mn.us 
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/

We look forward to working closely with you in the months to come.

         
 Sincerely,

 Al Koeckeritz 
 Project Manager on behalf of

Otter Tail Power Company 
PO Box 496 
215 South Cascade Street 
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496
Phone: 218-739-8200

Minnesota Power
30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802
Phone: 800-228-4966

Minnkota Power Cooperative Inc.
1822 Mill Road 
PO Box 13200 
Grand Forks, ND  58208-3200
Phone: 701-795-4000

Northern States Power Company
d/b/a Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401-1993
Phone: 800-328-8226

Great River Energy
17845 East Highway 10
Elk River, MN 55330
Phone: 763-441-3121



Bemidji-Grand Rapids 230-kV transmission line
PO Box 1735
Bemidji, MN 56619-1735
888-373-4113 

March 10, 2008

Notice of Certificate of Need Proceeding for New High-voltage Electric Power Transmission Line Between Bemidji 
and Grand Rapids that May Be Located in the Following Minnesota Counties: Beltrami, Hubbard, Cass, and Itasca.

Dear Landowner or Resident:

On behalf of Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, Minnkota Power Cooperative, Xcel Energy, and Great 
River Energy, I am writing to inform you of plans for a new transmission line in your area and to introduce the 
regulatory process that will be conducted by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) to determine if our 
recommended transmission line is needed and, if so, where the line should be located.

We recommend the construction of a 230 kV transmission line between Bemidji and Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The 
transmission line corridor begins at the 230 kV Wilton Substation, jointly owned by Otter Tail Power and Minnkota 
Power and located just west of Bemidji. The corridor ends at Minnesota Power’s 230 kV Boswell Substation in 
Cohasset, Minnesota, northwest of Grand Rapids, Minnesota. A map showing the preferred transmission line 
corridor is enclosed.

The Bemidji-Grand Rapids 230 kV transmission line is needed to maintain the reliability of the transmission system 
currently serving the Bemidji area in north central Minnesota, as well as maintain regional transmission reliability 
for the larger northwestern Minnesota and eastern North Dakota region. Our proposal is illustrated on the enclosed 
maps. All three sections of the line are shown together on one map, with each of the three sections also shown 
individually on a map.

This transmission line project is the result of a long-range planning study done by several utilities over the last few 
years. The joint planning effort has become known as CapX2020. Participants in the CapX2020 effort have posted 
their studies on the web at www.capx2020.com. Minnesota utilities also post biennial transmission plans at www.
minnelectrans.com. A description of the need for this line is included in the 2005 and 2007 Biennial Transmission 
Project Report to the MPUC, which can be found at “minnelectrans.com/2007 Minnesota Biennial Report.pdf.”

The corridor between Bemidji and Grand Rapids is approximately 68 miles long, and the right-of-way for a 230 kV 
line is up to 125 feet wide. The line is likely to be built using two-pole, H-frame structures which average from 70 to 
90 feet in height and are placed 600 to 900 feet apart. Where conditions warrant it, single-pole construction may be 
used. We intend to acquire the property rights for any right-of-way that the transmission line would require. 

The Bemidji-Grand Rapids transmission line cannot be constructed without first obtaining a Certificate of Need and 
a Route Permit from the MPUC. We plan to file an Application for a Certificate of Need with the Commission for 
the line in March 2008. Within 30 days of the Certificate of Need filing, we plan to file an Application for a Route 
Permit for the line. Both of these applications will be available for review and to download at the MPUC’s website, 
www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp, using the MPUC docket number 07-1222 for the Certificate of Need 
Application and Docket No. 07-1327 for the Route Permit Application. They will also be available at www.capx2020.com.

The regulatory processes determining the need for and route of the recommended line emphasize public 
participation. In late June 2007, the utilities held the first in a series of open houses to provide information on the 
line. Open houses were held in the Project area again in October 2007. 

As part of the combined Certificate of Need and Route Permit process, the Department of Commerce (DOC) will 
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). This will include holding public scoping meetings within 60 
days of the filing of the Route Permit Application at which alternatives to the line may be proposed. There will also 
be public hearings after the EIS is prepared.



The statutes and rules governing our request for a Certificate of Need for a high voltage transmission line are 
Minnesota Statutes, section 216B.243, and Minnesota Rules, chapters 7829 and 7849. The Commission has approved 
our request for exemption from certain of these requirements to better focus the review of the need for the 
transmission line on the most relevant factors. A copy of the Commission’s Order discussing this will be provided in 
the Certificate of Need Application. The statutes and rules governing our request for a Route Permit for the line are 
Minnesota Statutes, sections 216E.01 to 216E.18, and Minnesota Rules, chapters 4410 and 7849.

The State’s regulatory process is designed to encourage all landowners and residents potentially affected by our 
proposal to participate in the need and routing processes conducted by the MPUC. Notice is being provided over 
a broad area, and in the end we anticipate that many receiving notice will not be directly affected by our proposal. 
However, because we do not know exactly where the transmission line may be located at this early stage, we have 
chosen to provide notice broadly, encouraging maximum public participation in the regulatory review process. 

If you would like to learn more about the permitting process or be placed on the MPUC’s or the DOC’s mailing lists 
for the project, you can contact: 

Certificate of Need Process 
Bret Eknes 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
(651) 201-2236 
bret.eknes@state.mn.us 
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/index.htm

Also please feel free to contact us with your questions: 

Bob Lindholm 
Routing Lead 
(888) 373-4113 
bemidjiinfo@capx2020.com

Cindy Kuismi 
Communication Specialist 
(888) 373-4113 
bemidjiinfo@capx2020.com

Routing & Environmental Review 
Suzanne Steinhauer 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198 
(651) 296-2888 
suzanne.steinhauer@state.mn.us 
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/

We look forward to working closely with you in the months to come.

         
 Sincerely,

 Al Koeckeritz 
 Project Manager on behalf of

Otter Tail Power Company 
PO Box 496 
215 South Cascade Street 
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496
Phone: 218-739-8200

Minnesota Power
30 West Superior Street
Duluth, MN 55802
Phone: 800-228-4966

Minnkota Power Cooperative Inc.
1822 Mill Road 
PO Box 13200 
Grand Forks, ND  58208-3200
Phone: 701-795-4000

Northern States Power Company
d/b/a Xcel Energy
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401-1993
Phone: 800-328-8226

Great River Energy
17845 East Highway 10
Elk River, MN 55330
Phone: 763-441-3121
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Routing and environmental review
Suzanne Steinhauer 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN  55101-2198 
651-296-2375 
deborah.pile@state.mn.us 
http://energyfacilities.puc..state.mn.us/
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M Project Overview Map
230-kV Bemidji to Grand Rapids Transmission Line Project

Proposed routes typically will follow existing transmission, pipeline,
and road corridors.
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NOTICE

Utilities recommend new high-voltage transmission line 
between Bemidji and Grand Rapids, Minnesota

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc., Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, Xcel Energy, and Great River Energy 
recommend building a new 230-kilovolt electric transmission line that would run about 68 miles from Minnkota Power’s and 
Otter Tail Power Company’s jointly owned Wilton Substation, just west of Bemidji, to Minnesota Power’s Boswell Substation 
in Cohasset, northwest of Grand Rapids, Minnesota.

Project Need 
The Bemidji-Grand Rapids line is needed to maintain 
reliability of the electric transmission system that serves 
the Bemidji/Cass Lake area in north central Minnesota, as 
well as to maintain regional transmission reliability for the 
larger northwestern Minnesota and eastern North Dakota 
region.  The Minnesota Transmission Planning utilities 
identified this need and included it in their 2005 and 2007 
Biennial Transmission Projects Report.  The 2007 report is 
available at www.minnelectrans.com. 

Project Information
The utilities expect to use primarily two-pole H-frame 
structures averaging 85 feet in height.  Right-of-way width 
for a 230-kV line is up to 125 feet.  The utilities intend to acquire property rights for any right-of-way the transmission line 
would require.

Public Process
The Bemidji-Grand Rapids line cannot be constructed without first obtaining a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit 
from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.  The utilities intend to file the Certificate of Need application with the 
MPUC in March 2008, and the Route Permit application in April 2008.  As part of the Certificate of Need and Route 
Permit processes, the Department of Commerce (DOC) will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement and solicit public 
comment.

The regulatory process to determine the need for and route of the recommended line emphasizes public participation.  
After the Certificate of Need and Route Permit applications are submitted, the DOC and the MPUC will hold public meetings 
and hearings in the area.  These meetings will allow the public to participate in the review process.  Minnesota Statutes, 
sections 216B.243 and 216E.01 through 216E.18 and Minnesota Rules, chapters 7929 and 7849 govern requests for a 
Certificate of Need and Routing Permit for a high-voltage transmission line.

We encourage area residents to get involved in these important electric energy decisions.

To learn more about the process or to be added to the MPUC and DOC mailing lists, contact the following people.

Certificate of Need process 
Bret Eknes 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
651-201-2236 
Bret.eknes@state.mn.us 
http://www.uc.state.mn.us/

Please contact the Bemidji-Grand Rapids project team with questions by calling Routing Lead Bob Lindholm or 
Communication Specialist Cindy Kuismi at 888-373-4113 or by email at bemidjiinfo@capx2020.com.
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IN THE MATTER OF A PETITION FOR A 

CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR 230 KV 

TRANSMISSION LINE AND ASSOCIATED SYSTEM 

CONNECTIONS FROM BEMIDJI TO GRAND 

RAPIDS, MINNESOTA 

DOCKET NO. E017, E015, ET6/CN-07-1222 

 

SUMMARY OF 

CERTIFICATE OF NEED FILING  

 

 

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216B.243, Otter Tail Power Company, Minnesota Power, and 

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. (collectively, “the Applicants”) have submitted on behalf of 

themselves and Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (“Xcel Energy”), and 

Great River Energy, an application for a certificate of need for a proposed 230 kV transmission 

line that will run from the Bemidji area to the Grand Rapids area in north central Minnesota 

(“Bemidji-Grand Rapids Line”).  Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.2500, subp. 2, the Applicants 

provide this summary of their certificate of need filing. 

The proposed 230 kV line would begin at the 230 kV Wilton Substation located just west 

of Bemidji, Minnesota, which is jointly owned by Otter Tail Power and Minnkota Power, and 

run approximately 68 miles to Minnesota Power’s 230 kV Boswell Substation in Cohasset, 

Minnesota, northwest of Grand Rapids, Minnesota.  The Bemidji-Grand Rapids Line is needed to 

maintain the reliability of the transmission system currently serving the Bemidji area in north 

central Minnesota, as well as maintaining regional transmission reliability for the larger Red 

River Valley region in northwestern Minnesota and eastern North Dakota.  The line will also 

provide an ancillary benefit:  facilitating the addition of new renewable generation sources in the 

region. 

The certificate of need application for the Bemidji-Grand Rapids Line is available on the 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s e-filings webpage under the docket number listed 

above.  It is also available on the CapX2020 website at www.capx2020.com. 


